
Fall 2011 URI (Cramer's Saber) Army ROTC Alumni Chapter 

Newsletter 

 

       Welcome to the latest issue of your ROTC Alumni Chapter 

newsletter.  We hope you find the newsletter informative and 

useful.  Your ROTC alumni association uses the newsletter as a 

means of updating our ROTC alumni on the chapterôs recent 

events and future activities. 

       We invite your participation.  You are encouraged to send 

items of interest or your contact information, comments and 

updates.  You may accomplish this in one of three ways: entering 

your contact information to: URI ROTC Alumni website 

(http://www.uri-rotc-alum.org), or by sending updates to me at 

tahini06@gmail.com or Paul at  helweg1@verizon.net to add to 

our newsletter. 

 

       Iôll start by introducing the 2011/12 Cramer's Saber 

Battalion Army ROTC Cadre and Staff.  This group of 

professional Soldiers and civilians continue to work diligently as 

leaders, teachers, mentors and advisers for our undergraduate 

cadets who aspire to become leaders in the Army upon graduation. 

The cadre and staff:   

 

- LTC Deborah Wilson, Professor of Military Science 

- Major Troy Kennedy, Executive Officer 

- Master Sergeant Eric Eichner, Senior Military Instructor 

- Major Chris Corbett, Recruiting Operations Officer 

- Captain Anselm Richards, Assistant Professor of Military 

Science 

- Master Sergeant Kenneth Langdon, Military Science 

Instructor 

- Dayton Martin, Supply Technician 

- Dorothy Cabral, Human Resource Technician 

- Susan Mainella, University Employee 

- Joanne LaChapelle, Human Resource Technician 

http://www.google.com/gwt/n?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uri-rotc-alum.org
https://mail.google.com/mail/x/1lztgiw3lvi1j-/?v=b&cs=wh&to=tahini06@gmail.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/x/1lztgiw3lvi1j-/?v=b&cs=wh&to=helweg1@cox.net


CADET ENROLLMENT  NUMBERS.  The 2011/12 corps of 

cadets has 119 students participating in ROTC classes.  The 119 

students reflect both scholarship and non-scholarship students.  

Currently, the corps has 48 student /cadets under contract.  The 

breakdown of contracted cadets for each Military Science (MS) 

level: 

 

     - MS I, 0 cadets 

     - MS II, 8 cadets 

     - MS III, 18 cadets 

     - MS IV, 22 cadets 

 

CHAPTER OFFICERS/DIRECTORS for 2011/12: new and 

returning volunteers for your chapter:  

 

- COL(R) William MacKinlay ô69 President (3-year term/2013) 

     - COL(R) William P. Babcock ô68 Treasurer (3-year term/2012) 

     - John Breguet ô70 Secretary (3-year term/2014) 

     - COL(R) Steve Falcone Director 

     - COL(R) Thomas Heaney ô81 Director  

     - COL(R) Phil Saulnier ô62 Director  

     - LTC(R) David Accetta Director 

     - LTC(R) Paul Helweg ô70 Director 

     - LTC(R) Paul McNamara Director 

      

Past and future chapter activities 2011/12: 

 

     - Next Alumni chapter meeting ï 24 January  11.  The 

meeting will be held at 1800 hours in the main conference room of 

the Alumni Center on Upper College Road.  All alumni and friends 

of the ROTC program are invited to attend. 

 

     - Alumni Golf Tournament .  Our 16 Sept ROTC alumni golf 

outing was a huge success with 53 players and 43 tee/hole 

sponsors.  Many of our graduates stepped forward and became  



Alumni Golf Tournament  (cont.)  sponsors, which is especially 

nice "giving back" and "paying it forward" in recognition of all 

you had received from your alumni chapter when you were cadets.  

We are particularly thankful for everyoneôs generosity ï it will 

truly help the program. 

     We netted $8,800 for the Cadet Fund.  In fact, we had so much 

fun the Alumni Board is making this an annual event. Weôve 

selected Friday 21 September 2012 at the Green Valley Country 

Club for next yearôs golf outing.  The tournaments been scheduled 

in conjunction with the URI "Military Appreciation Day / home 

football game," Saturday 22 September 2012.  Planning these 

events together affords everyone two opportunities to show their 

support for our ROTC program.  Since we were able to schedule 

these events concurrently weôre anticipating an even bigger turnout 

next year.  Make plans now to attend and show your support for 

the Cramerôs Saber Battalion ROTC cadre, cadets and your ROTC 

alumni program.  Photographs from the Golf tournament are on 

Flickr at: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/68287588@N06/6212303646/in/p
hotostream/ 
 

     - Alumni Hall of Fame (HoF) Inductions ï 17 September 11.       

The day after the golf outing was the University of Rhode Island 

ROTC Hall of Fame induction ceremony conducted in the 

University Club.  The ceremony introduced 8 new members into 

the ROTC Hall of Fame: 

- LTG Michael T. Flynn ô81 

- MG (R) Roger A. Nadeau ó74 

- COL (R) John J. Christy ô38 

- COL (R) Elisha O. Peckham ó34 

- LTC (R) Phillip J. Gilchrist ô50 

- CPT John L. Creech ô41 

- 1LT Daniel R, Dye ô66 

- 2LT Ryan A. Bressler ô50 

These HoF inductees join 20 previously inducted members.  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/68287588@N06/6212303646/in/photostream/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/68287588@N06/6212303646/in/photostream/


Alumni Hall of Fame Inductions (cont.) 
The ceremony was conducted with many family members and 

friends of the selectees.  Ms. Michelle Nota, Executive Director of 

Alumni Operations presented greeting from the university and the 

ROTC Color guard under the command of Cadet Sergeant Major 

Ryan Satherlie presented the colors.  Photographs of the event are 

posted on the URI Alumni Association webpage and the 

biographies of the HOF members are posted on the Hall of Fame 

tab at the ROTC Alumni web page at uri-rotc-alum.org.  Also, you  

can go to these sites to get photos of ceremony:  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/68287588@N06/; 

http://www.advance.uri.edu/photoalbums/ROTC/halloffame2011/ 
 

Chapter Fund Raising Events (opportunities to contribute to 

ongoing corps of cadet activities): 

 

 - Army 10-Miler .  Over the weekend of October 7th, 2011 the 

Cramer Saberôs Battalion took a trip to Washington D.C to run in 

the Army ten-miler! We had a total of 17 Cadets and 5 Cadre 

travel down to D.C. for the trip. We had the opportunity to visit 

numerous monuments and historic landmarks in the nationsô 

capital.  Some interesting sights the Cadets visited were the 

Lincoln Memorial, Washington Monument, World War II 

Memorial, Arlington Cemetery and Iwa Jima Memorial. 

 On race day, October 9th, 2011, we boarded the metro to D.C 

armory where we conducted the ten-mile race! This road race was 

one of the most inspirational and uplifting  runs I have ever 

experienced because we ran amongst wounded warriors and 

officers of more than 30 years!  Over the ten-mile course, bands 

played from many locations over the course of the race route, 

inspiring us to continue on to the finish line. Hundreds of people 

lined the streets with signs and bells cheering the runners on and 

holding posters acknowledging the many benefits the Army affords 

the United States. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/68287588@N06/
http://www.advance.uri.edu/photoalbums/ROTC/halloffame2011/


Many of the Cadets commented by the end of the weekend 

on how much fun they had and how much they appreciated the 

opportunity.  We could not have done this event without the 

support of our alumni, Cadets and Cadre. This is an experience that 

everyone will take with them for the rest of their lives. 

 

Sincerely, 

CDT Satherlie 

 
 

(The thank you note and photo provided by Cadet Satherlie) 

 

     - The Bataan Memorial Death March is a challenging 26.2 

mile march through the high desert terrain of White Sands Missile 

Range, New Mexico (http://www.wsmr.army.mil/), conducted in 

honor of the heroic service members who defended the Philippine 

Islands during World War II.  These veterans sacrificed their 

freedom, health and, in many cases, their very lives. The Cramerôs 

Saber Battalion will provide two teams of 5 to march in this year's 

event on 25 March 2012 in White Sands New Mexico. 

  

http://www.wsmr.army.mil/


 - Annual Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser.  The Cramerôs Saber 

Battalion is looking for a venue to hold a spaghetti dinner fund 

raiser, please contact the ROTC department at urirotc@etal.uri.edu 

or 401-874-5459 if you have a location suitable for the fund raiser. 
 

- Military Appreciation basketball games will be held for 

upcoming URI basketball games.  The dates have yet to be 

confirmed, but stay tuned for the dates!!  
 

       - ROTC Alumni Association Dress Blue Uniform 

Donations Update - Thank You to Our Cadet Uniform Donors! 

 

Once again a number of alumni and friends of the ROTC program 

made generous contributions to our alumni chapterôs ASU 

donation program.  Bill MacKinlay provides the following update 

to express our gratitude: 
 

 . . .  Just a short note to tell you all that Paul Helweg reports  we 

have reached our goal to gather enough donations to provide each 

of the 22 graduating seniors a full Dress Blue uniform for 

commissioning at graduation.  Now he has the task of aligning the 

donations to the students to comply with the donorôs branch and 

school affiliation wishes.   We want thank all of you who were able 

to support this program and let you know that any ñover and 

aboveò donations will go to our operational fund. 

Bill  

 

The following donors provided funds for this yearôs ASU 

program:  
- LTC Scott Newkirk '93  - 2011 ROTC Senior Class 

- MG(R) Ken Quinlan '73 - 1Lt Tim Marshall 

- CPT Steven Dietrich  - 1LT Nick Pelletier 

- 1LT David Broadbent '08 - Mort and Rita Sweeney 

- Ms. Jane Stich '62   - Raymond Stillwell '68 

- COL(R) Scott Larson '71 - COL(R) Phil Saulnier '62 

- LTC(R) Paul Helweg '70 - CPT Andrew Hartman '08 

mailto:urirotc@etal.uri.edu


The following donors provided funds for this yearôs ASU 

program (cont.):  
- 2Lt Bryan Groves '10 - MAJ Anthony Cassino '96 

- CPT Kristine Hinds  - MG(R) Roger Nadeau '74 

- 1LT M. Haynes   - 1LT Richard McMahon '07  

- 1LT Ryan Anderson '08 and 2Lt Sandra Anderson '09 

- 2LT J. Merhar and 2Lt Matthew Cunha 

- COL(R) Joseph Migneault - Mr. Clay Sink 

- COL(R) William Babcock '68. 

 

Finally, we need a new WEB Master for the URI ROTC web 

site (http://www.uri-rotc-alum.org).  Our current web master is 

PCS'ing and unable to continue his outstanding service as our web 

master.   Please contact Bill MacKinlay, the URI Alumni 

Association President, if you're willing to fill this critical duty. 

 

MESSAGES FROM THE FIELD .  Messages and updates should 

be emailed to LTC(Ret) Paul Helweg ô70  (helweg1@verizon.net)  

or COL(Ret) Tom Heaney (tahini06@gmail.com). 

 

- The Donald B. Bibeault Endowed Scholarship at 

Columbia University.  Bill MacKinlay, the URI Alumni 

Association president received a letter about an outstanding 

scholarship endowed by an alumnus, Donald B. Bibeault URI '63.  

The graduate scholarship, set up solely for military veterans, is for 

a participant in the Graduate School of Business at Columbia 

University.  Don has awarded over 20 scholarships worth nearly 

$240,000 since 1995.  Please open the attachment for more 

information about the scholarship and to view a list of recipients. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/gwt/n?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uri-rotc-alum.org
https://mail.google.com/mail/x/1lztgiw3lvi1j-/?v=b&cs=wh&to=helweg1@cox.net
https://mail.google.com/mail/x/1lztgiw3lvi1j-/?v=b&cs=wh&to=tahini06@gmail.com


 
 
  Above is a picture of 2008 ROTC Alumni; 1LT David Broadbent and CPT 

Andy Hartman from Iraq.  1LT Broadbent and CPT Hartman served in Iraq 

at the same time.  They were based about 100 miles apart.  They would meet 

when CPT Hartman convoyed through 1 LT Broadbentôs base once in a 

while.  Theyôre pictured above sharing some ñgood old 08' Rhody pride!ò 



 
 

 

Photo (Left to right) 1
st
 Lieutenant Bridgit (Couchon) Owens, 

LTC(R) Paul Helweg, 1
st
  Lieutenant Nick Pelletier at West Point 

before a home football game, USMA vs. Fordham on 29 October 

2011.  Both Lieutenants are currently stationed at the U.S. Military 

Academy:  Lt Owens is a dietician and Lt. Pelletier is a Physicianôs 

Assistant.    
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

URI 2005 Alumni, LT (R) Rob and Amy Vaccaro's Wedding 

Picture.  They were married September 10, 2011 (9/10/11!)  

Congratulations! 


